Acupuncture and myofascial pain: treatment failure after administration of tricyclic antidepressants.
A 63-year old depressed woman with a 2-year history of chronic pain on the right side of her face in the area of the zygomatic arch and temporomandibular joint received acupuncture before and after the medical treatment of her depression. During her unmedicated state electroacupuncture provided pain relief, while after prolonged intake of doxepin the treatment no longer produced analgesia. The literature fails to provide a mechanism explaining the differential responses to acupuncture with regard to antidepressant medication. Suggestions on further endorphin related research are made with particular emphasis on gonadotropin activity.